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RCJA recently participated in REVIVE! Training 

offered by District 19 Community Services Board. 

REVIVE! is the Opioid Overdose and Naloxone      

Education program in Virginia. Staff learned how 

to respond to an opioid overdose emergency using  

naloxone, a prescription medication that reverses 

an opioid overdose. Naloxone is commonly re-

ferred to by its brand name, Narcan. Each person 

trained received one dose of naloxone to store in 

their desk.         

REVIVE! Training  

According to the Department of Behavioral 

Health, fatal drug overdose has been the   

leading cause of unnatural death in Virginia, 

surpassing homicide, suicide, and motor     

vehicle accidents since 2013. The driving 

force behind these numbers is opioids, which 

include heroin, fentanyl (a synthetic opioid 

50-100 more potent than morphine), and 

prescription opioids (ex: OxyContin, Vicodin).  
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Not one… not two… but ALL THREE of the RCJA staff who applied to serve as facilitators were  

 selected by the VCCJA Secondary Trauma Review Team!    

Congrats to Amanda Elliott, Stacci Nutty, and Charlotte Walmon!   

Upon completion of train-the-trainer sessions, the Secondary Trauma facilitators will assist with   

ongoing regional trainings and the statewide onboarding curriculum for new officers entering the 

community corrections field.   

Research consistently demonstrates that professionals who work in human services are impacted by 

the traumatic experiences of those they serve, commonly called Secondary Trauma. The use of     

Evidence Based Practices in community corrections has dramatically shifted the role of a probation/

pretrial officer from monitoring offender compliance with court orders to an active agent in the    

behavioral change process. While compassion and empathy are believed to be necessary              

components for building rapport and working with offenders, there are limits to the professionals’     

capacity and endurance, resulting in officer burnout, compassion fatigue, and high stress.   

 

 

  We are Prince George PROUD of these RCJA Superstars!    

VCCJA is making a commitment to the well-being      

of local probation and pretrial officers by identifying 

the various types of Secondary Trauma, developing 

methods for overcoming the trauma, and elevating 

measures to promote employee wellness and self-

care. As part of this process, training modules were 

created and facilitators were solicited from the field.      



 

                  

Congratulations to our most recent Drug Court   

graduates! The Hopewell, Prince George, Surry    

Drug Court Program graduated TWO participants   

on August 29, 2022. The Drug Court gives offenders  

a “Chance for Change” by achieving recovery 

through a structured program including substance 

abuse treatment and intensive supervision.   

Left to right: DC Coordinator Lori Henley; Graduate; 

Graduate; DC Probation Officer Isaiah Lee  

 

Left to right: Graduate; Lt. Robert Vaughan; 

Deputy Sheriff Austin Moon; Graduate   

 

Left to right: PG Commonwealth’s Attorney, Susan 

O’Prandy Fierro; Graduate; Graduate; Honorable 

William Edward Tomko, III 

Left to right: Peer Specialist Donna 

Tucker-Stowell; Graduate; Graduate; 

Merakey Clinician Jessica Spears  

 



 

Becoming a Remote Workforce 
 

Another product of the pandemic has 

been the increase in online trainings, 

webinars, and meetings. Becoming a    

remote workforce allows RCJA to partici-

pate in these opportunities as needed in 

the office, from home, or anywhere!   

RCJA Probation Officers and Pretrial    

Officers are now able to meet with their  

Hopewell clients in a satellite office at the 

Hopewell Courthouse. Officers can conduct 

office appointments and collect drug tests 

just as they would in the Prince George 

office. This is a great benefit to clients who 

report transportation as a barrier to their 

compliance with RCJA supervision. 

Like most professions, the pandemic forced 

community corrections to change the way 

we do business. All RCJA Probation Officers 

and Pretrial Officers recently upgraded to 

laptops, allowing RCJA to be a more remote 

workforce and reduce disruptions in work 

productivity due to COVID-19 quarantine 

protocols, staggered office shifts, etc.         



 

 

Governor Glenn Youngkin recognized July 17-23, 2022 as Pretrial, Probation, and Parole       

Supervision Week in the Commonwealth of Virginia. RCJA capped off the week’s                

celebrations with a team building event at The Escape Adventures! 

Teams that PLAY together, STAY together! 

VCCJA 

Central Region 

Picnic and  

Field Day  

   National Night Out   Back to School Fair 


